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she was stabbed to the heart. Venice, however, did not permit
such acts of piivate war, and a week afterwards Ludovico
Orsini was himself arrested and put to death; and the ruin of
the great Orsini family was complete. They never again re-
covered their former power.*0

In 1578 Francis's first wife, Joanna of Austria, died, at the
age of thirty-one. She had been married thirteen years, and
had not had a happy life. She had no qualities to make her
either liked by her husband or popular with the Tuscan peo-
ple, being plain in appearance, of a cold nature, without
personal charm, and imbued with a gieat deal of Austrian
pride; and the first Grand Duchess of Tuscany20 did not hide
her contempt for the Tuscan monarchy, and the Tuscan
people. Francis had never shown her the least affection, and
during the whole of their married life was devoted to Bianca
Capello, with whom he had been in love before his marriage
to Joanna, and whom after the latter's death he married; and
the unceasing complaints which Joanna addressed to her
brother, the Emperor Maximilian, on the subject of her
husband's behaviour did not make matters go more smoothly
Joanna's six children were Eleonora (born in 1565), Romola
(born 1566), Isabella (born 1567), Anna (born 1569), Maria
(born 1573), and Filippo (born 1577); but only two of
these, Eleonora and Maria, survived childhood, while Romola
and Isabella died before their mother. There is a peculiarity
about both the portraits of Joanna in the Uffizi Gallery. In
both she is shown with her little son Filippo. He was only
ten months old when his mother died; 21 yet in one of
these portraits he is represented as a child about two years
old, and in her other portrait as about four years old. Un-
less, therefore, these portraits of her were painted several
years after her death (and after Francis had married an-
other wife), which is extremely unlikely, it would seem
that the figure of the child must have been added afterwards,
though with what object, since he died at the age of five.